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BOX Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



TRANSMITTAL 

In response to the Office Communication, dated September 17, 2001, in the 
above-identified patent application, attached please find: 



Supplemental Response (3 pages); and 
Postcard. 



If the enclosed papers are considered incomplete, the Mail Room is respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned collect at telephone (617) 542-6000. 

No fee is believed to be due. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any fees that may be due, or credit any overpayment of same, to Deposit Account 
No. 50-0311, Reference No. 17564-136 (formerly 17564-118 DIV). 

Respectfully submitted, 




A. Jason Mirabito, 
Robert J. Sayre, Re'g. Np, 42,124 
Attorneys for Applicants 
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APPLICANT: ' David Godfrey Whams 

Serial Number: 09/586,824 / Examiner: R. Yan \ .... 

Filing Date: June 5, 2000 Art Unit: 2854 

FOR : APPARATUS FOR SUPPORTING AND TENSIONING A STENCIL * *; K 
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October 11,2001 c n 
Boston, Massachusetts 

BOX Non-Fee Amendment 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE 

This paper is in response to the Office Communication, dated September 17, 2001, in the 
above-identified patent application. This Supplemental Response is due on or before October 
17, 2001, without extension. 

No fee is believed to be due. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any fees that may be due, or credit any overpayment of same, to Deposit Account No. 50-031 1, 
Reference No. 17564-136 (formerly 17564-118 DIV). 

REMARKS 

The Examiner indicated that the Response filed on July 9, 2001, was not fully responsive 
to the prior Office Action, dated, April 9, 2001, because the amendment to claim 8 in the 
previously filed Response was considered to have substantially broadened its scope. The 
Examiner instructed the Applicant to point out the specific distinctions believed to render 
amended claim 8 patentable over the prior art of record. In response, Applicant points out these 
distinctions in the paragraphs that follow. 

In the previous Office Action, the Examiner cited U.S. Patent No. 3,416,445, issued to 
Krueger, Jr. (hereafter, "Krueger") and U.S. Patent No. 5,979,312, issued to Williams (hereafter, 
"Williams"), in making rejections of claims under 35 U.S.C §§102 and 103. As noted 



